
 

 

Character Breakdowns 
 

d’Artagnan: A brash young man with a fierce spirit, d'Artagnan was raised in the French province of 

Gascony, an area known for its courageous and brave men. He is an expert swordsman who dreams of 

becoming a musketeer. Passionate, loyal, and proud, he would rather die than endure an insult to 

himself or his King. 

 

Athos: One of the Three Musketeers, Athos is the oldest and the most aristocratic of the trio. He is level-

headed and intelligent, but also a bit melancholy.  Wounded in the beginning of the story, he is 

someone d’Artagnan looks up to, almost like a father figure. 

 

Aramis: Aramis became one of the Three Musketeers after an unfortunate love affair and scandal in his 

early years drove him from the monastery in which he was raised. He is constantly reminding everyone 

that his true love is for the Church and that he intends to leave the musketeers as soon as an heir to the 

French throne is born. The truth is that the woman he still loves is both a close friend of the Queen and 

living in exile. 

 

Porthos: The third of the Three Musketeers, Porthos is loud and rather vain, dressing to impress the 

French society women, and enjoying the finer things in life. He is self-important and proud and never 

one to back down from a challenge. He is a courageous and fierce fighter, often looking for an excuse to 

engage in combat. 

 

Lady d’Winter (Milady): A beautiful woman over whom men swoon, Milady is a personal spy for 

Cardinal Richelieu and a dangerous adversary to both the Queen and the Musketeers. Although she is 

lovely in her appearance, she is a criminal who has been responsible for the deaths of many. She 

becomes d’Artagnan’s nemesis in the story as she works to destroy the Queen’s credibility in the eyes of 

the King. 



Comte de Rochefort (The Man from Meung):  A dangerous man who personally represents the Cardinal, 

the Comte de Rochefort works with Milady to plot against the Queen. He is an enemy of d’Artagnan 

from the beginning, insulting him and stealing his letter of introduction to Monsieur Treville, the captain 

of the Musketeers. He is a kidnapper and a spy, on whom d’Artagnan passionately wishes to revenge 

himself.  

 

Monsieur Treville: Captain of the Musketeers, Monsieur Treville is a former friend of d’Artagnan’s father 

and a loyal friend to King Louis XIII. His life’s work is to lead the Musketeers in protecting the interests of 

the King against the interests of the Cardinal, while working to curry favor with the King. He is an 

honorable man who treats his Musketeers like beloved sons, praising them and promoting them when 

they please him and admonishing them when they make mistakes or become overly enthusiastic in 

fighting with the Cardinal’s men. 

 

Cardinal Richelieu: The King’s chief advisor and a clever diplomat, the Cardinal is the most powerful man 

in France during this time of war with England. Although it seems that he is against the Queen, his chief 

adversary is actually the Duke of Buckingham, who is the second most powerful man in England after 

the King. The duke is in love with Queen Anne and would do anything for her, which Cardinal Richelieu 

knows and uses to his advantage.  

 

King Louis XIII: King Louis XIII is a weak king who is dependent upon Cardinal Richelieu and his other 

advisors to run his kingdom effectively. He is indifferent to his wife and is easily flattered and 

manipulated by those around him.  

 

Queen Anne of Austria: A Spanish bride who has never been fully integrated into French society, Queen 

Anne is part of an unhappy marriage of convenience to King Louis XIII. She is in love with the Duke of 

Buckingham, but remains loyal to her husband. She is a target of Cardinal Richelieu and his spies mainly 

because of her Spanish heritage and her ties to the Duke of Buckingham. 

 

Constance Bonacieux: Constance is a lady-in-waiting to Queen Anne and is completely devoted to the 

Queen. D’Artagnan, who takes an apartment in her home, rescues her from agents of the Cardinal and 

becomes involved in the secrets of the Queen when he overhears Constance discussing them with her 

husband. D’Artagnan falls in love with Constance and works to help her protect the Queen from the 

Cardinal and his spies. 

 

Monsieur Bonacieux: Constance’s husband and d’Artagnan’s landlord, he is a weak and unprincipled 

man who eventually becomes an agent of the Cardinal, even assisting him in kidnapping his own wife. 

 

Duke of Buckingham: George Villiers is a favorite of Charles I, the English king, and the English minister 

of war. With England and France at war with one another, he is a target of the Cardinal, who is the most 

politically powerful man in France. His love for Queen Anne is his biggest weakness, as he would do 

anything for her. 


